
Minutes of Hellifield Parish Council Meeting
Held on Thursday 12th May 2022

Hellifield Village Institute – Yorke Room
Attendees: 
Councillors Julian Sleath, Barry Hills and Mary Kenning. Clerk Julie Sleath. 

County Cllr Simon Myers (Part), Outgoing Chairman Brian Hugill, and outgoing councillors David Statt and John Thwaite (Part)

Outgoing Chairman Brian Hugill opened the meeting at 7:35pm. New Councillors Mary Kenning and Barry Hills signed Declarations of office and Disclosable Interest forms before the meeting commenced.
Election of Chair and Declarations of Acceptance of Office

Cllr Kenning proposed Cllr Sleath as new Chairman. Cllr Hills seconded. All voted in favour.

Cllr Sleath accepted and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of office. 
Chairman welcomed new Councillors and Clerk
1. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 3rd March 2022 were approved prior to the meeting by the outgoing Council. Outgoing Chairman B Hugill signed the minutes then left the meeting with the former councillors.

2. Apologies received from District Cllr Chris Moorby.
3. To record members’ interests: Forms completed by new Councillors. No relevant interests recorded.
4. Public Participation: None.
5. Village Matters

5.1 To receive any reports of antisocial behaviour Recent incidences of cars being advertised/sold from public locations around the village. Insufficient information to action, or report to the relevant authorities; Facebook reports of suspicious vans in the area. These require reporting to police as and when they arise. 
County Councillor Simon Myers entered the meeting
Congratulations were offered to Cllr Myers on his new role, and that HPC hope that he will continue his valuable support of Hellifield within the new Unitary Council.
5.2 To receive updates from NYCC Police on crime. A report from PCSO Grace was read out, which covered 02.03.22 to 10.05.22. There were 42 incidents in Hellifield including 3 non-injury RTC; theft of Lawn mower and 2 Vans; 3 suspect vehicle reports; criminal damage to a vehicle; 3 reports on concern for welfare; 2 reports of ASB. Full report dated 10.05 available if required. 
5.3 To receive an update on the Play Areas.  Former Cllr Moore submitted a report including:
Station Road: Tyre Tower removed following last inspection; Damaged Tree requires inspection before next winter (Added to September Agenda); Wooden swing may need attention (added to July Agenda); Significant amount of litter; Platform on Multiplay area needs attention before 4 July (now in hand and Colin Ward instructed to repair in line with estimate of £59.35)
Thorndale Street: no issues identified, however a follow up report by the Insurer identified that support chains on the swings and the assault course were in need of repair. Cllr Hills has agreed to liaise with Handyman James to purchase and attempt to fit new chains. Insurer requires action before 04/08/22.

106 money – when the 106 monies from Kendal Rd development are released, this should address some of the needs to complete the upgrade of the two playground areas. Development there is currently stalled due to electric supply.
5.4 To nominate Bob Moore as the Hellifield Trustee of Settle and District Aid in Sickness Fund. Despite no longer being a Councillor, Bob is happy to continue in this role. It was proposed this be agreed, which was seconded and all voted in favour.  
5.5 To agree and confirm changes to meeting dates for the remainder of 2022. Proposed dates (to avoid any conflicts with Long Preston Council) are: Wednesdays at 7:30pm on 20th July; 7th Sept; 9th Nov, and into 2023 on: 11th January; 8th March; 10th May; 19th July; 13th Sept; 8th November. Ken Leak at the Village Hall to be contacted. Dates then to be posted.
5.6 To consider co-opting members to the council to fill the four vacant seats. HPC has 7 weeks to increase councillor numbers before CDC potentially taking further action. Notices to be posted 
6.   Reports to and from District and County Councillors. NYCC Councillor Staveley’s report was read out at the earlier Annual Parish Meeting. County Councillor Simon Myers attended this meeting.  He had a general thank you for electing him at recent elections to his forthcoming new role on the joint Unitary Council. A few questions were raised. CDC services should continue with no disruption for the 12 months before the joint council comes into effect. CDC staff remain the same. Determined to see that promises re devolvement of power to local councils are followed through. Some budget could be available towards VAS. After general discussions, Cllr Myers then left the meeting.
7. Correspondence: a member of the parish has asked if HPC can become involved in coordination of support for local people across Coniston Cold, Hellifield and Gargrave hosting Ukrainian refugees. HPC did not feel that this fell within the remit of the council, which is a small, volunteer run body with no infrastructure to support this. It was agreed to refer the correspondent to CDC.

8. Street Lighting: All street lights in the village have now been replaced with LED lamps. The two new light columns at the end of Park Avenue and the corner of Kendal Rd have also been reconnected with an electricity supply this week. HPC have reported lights out in Underpass and street light number 2. According to NYCC response, this has been referred to the Road Lighting Team. Chase required 23 May. 

9. Highways: Pavement issues were reported across from Aherne’s where the pavement has dropped. In rain this floods the pavement and pedestrians are forced to walk in the road. This is a danger to the public and will be reported to NY Highways to see if they can be prompted into action.
10. Planning items: no comments to any of the below
10.1 Application 2022/23842/HH - Proposed front and rear porch extensions, perimeter boundary
treatment, garden shed and greenhouse  - 12 Gallaber Farm, Hellifield, Skipton, BD23 4HS. 
10.2 Application 2022/23865/PNAG - To facilitate access within the holding to the land to the north.

- Land At Swinden Manor, Mill Lane, Hellifield, Skipton. 

10.3 - 2022/23873/VAR - Application to vary Condition No 2(Approved Plans) of application

2020/22295/FUL Date of Decision: 27/08/2021. To reduce window openings to the front elevation, Conditions(s) Removal:, , The application seeks to increase the scale of the granted application, change internal layouts and some window sizes. The applicants are a young couple who wish to achieve as near

passive a home as possible. they wish to introduce renewable technologies for heating and minimise the need for heat with upgraded insulation beyond current building regulations. These changes simplify

the form and will reduce building costs and allow for improved levels of insulation. - Hayber Farm, Nappa, Skipton, BD23 4LT 

10.4 Application 2022/24012/TPO – T1 Beech- Lightly draw lower branches away from adjoining house wall – 4 Haw Grove Court, Hellifield BD23 4JB

11. Allotments – All allotments plots are tenanted at present. The invoices for 2022 were sent out in April and 21 of the 24 have been paid – the remaining 3 will be chased up this week. 
12. Finance -To discuss and approve financial matters including receipts, payments, transfers and
donations. 

12.1 To agree and approve payments and receipts for April and May 2022. Agreed and approved. 
Finances as at 31s March 2022

	Lloyds TSB Account
	    £   11,598.67 as at 31st March 2022
	

	Skipton Building Society
	    £   21,024.93 as at 31st March 2022
	

	Receipts
	       NIL  
	
	

	Payments
	
	
	

	
	Village Maintenance – March
	175.93
	

	
	Administration –March
	481.30
	

	
	HMRC – Income tax – March
	161.00
	

	
	Printer Ink
	32.50
	

	
	Printer Paper
	3.99
	

	
	Installation of light in bus shelter
	208.08
	

	
	Fitting LED lamps to 4 lights
	485.70
	

	
	Items for handyman
	39.48
	

	
	YLCA Membership Fee
	447.00
	

	
	Fuel for mower
	46.56
	

	
	Total
	£2,081.54
	


Finances as at 12th May 2022

	Lloyds TSB Account
	    £   19,774.00 as at 12th May 2022
	

	Skipton Building Society
	    £   21,024.93 as at 12th May 2022
	

	Receipts
	Allotment Rentals 

VAT Refund

1st Precept instalment
	511.09

2156.84

12,500.00


	

	Payments
	
	

	
	Village Maintenance – April
	236.00
	

	
	Administration – April
	660.50
	

	
	New Clerk Admin – April
	376.00
	

	
	Income Tax – April 
	322.83
	

	
	Printer Ink – M Blackwell
	18.59
	

	
	Ream of paper and envelopes
	33.80
	

	
	Printer Ink – D Statt
	29.49
	

	
	Training Courses x 2 
	50.00
	

	
	Mobile phone, top-up and ink
	162.70
	

	
	Annual Street lighting electricity
	2380.72
	

	
	Servicing of garden machinery
	209.88
	

	
	Grass Cutting – April
	490.55
	

	
	Total
	£4971.04
	


12.2 To agree and sign off the Governance Statements on the Annual Return. Prior to our Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) being forwarded to the External Auditors for inspection, an internal audit must be undertaken. This has now been completed by John Bownass, our internal auditor, however, the Governance Statement must be completed and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk at this meeting. These were signed by the Chairman and co-signed by the Clerk. 
12.3 To approve the Accounts Statements on the Annual Return These were agreed and approved. The accounting records will be made available for viewing on request to the Clerk between 13th June and 22nd July 2022.
12.4 To consider and approve a donation towards the cost of VAS equipment in the village. The request from a member of the parish for a contribution was noted however there is insufficient information in the request for HPC to consider or approve a donation at this stage. It was agreed that the Clerk will address the query and request clarification of the following: 
· Full costing proposal and number of VAS units required.

· Have sites been identified and where are they? (there are 3 roads into the village)

· Has permission been sought from landowners of proposed sites, and agreement in principle for these been requested of NYCC Highways?

· Has a power source been decided on, and installation work costed?
· Total overall cost including installation and power supply?

· Detail proposed funding for future costs of service and maintenance for the unit(s)
· How much of a donation is being sought from HPC and when is it hoped to have sufficient funds to proceed?

12.5 To consider and approve sponsorship of the 2022 Hellifield Beer Festival. A request was received. Historically HPC has contributed. Sponsorship to the extent of 2 barrels was proposed, totaling £190, given the huge support this fund offers to the village generally, seconded and all voted in favour. 

12.6 To consider a donation to Settle Area Swimming Pool. A report was read out from this charity seeking a donation. 2022 has been a difficult year for them. A pool refurbishment commenced and had to be halted following damage during storm Arwen. Due to the refurbishment the pool will remain closed until September 2022. A £200 donation was proposed, seconded and all voted in favour 
13.  To receive items of information and proposals for the agenda of future Meetings. A member of the parish is willing to donate funds for a planter (or something of that nature) and a possible location suggested was the piece of land near the newly refurbished bench next to the GP Surgery. This land is  not however owned by HPC. 
Date of next meeting - in the Village Institute – Wednesday 20 July 7:30pm.  
All meetings are open to the public and press. The public however, are reminded that they are not permitted to take part in any discussions without the permission of the Council. At the start of each meeting, the Chairman will ask if any members of the public present have any items to bring to the attention of the Council.
Signed           Julie Sleath - Clerk of Hellifield Parish Council – 13th  May 2022
	ACCOUNTING STATEMENT 2021/2022
	

	HELLIFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
	

	 
	Year ending

	 
	31 March 2022
	31 March 2021

	 
	£
	       £

	Balances brought forward
	30,297
	22,188

	(+) Annual Precept
	36,000
	36,000

	(+) Total other receipts
	19,896
	4,942

	(-) Staff Costs
	10,665
	9,861

	(-) Loan interest
	-
	-

	(-) All other payments
	42,844
	22,972

	(=) Balances carried forward
	32,684
	30,297

	Total Cash and short term investments
	32,684
	30,297

	Total fixed assets 
	241,137
	221,713

	Total borrowings
	-
	-

	
	
	

	Julie Sleath

Clerk to Hellifield Parish Council

Date: 9th May 2022
	
	

	
	
	



